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SUBJECT: EMERGENCY RELIEF FOR ZIMBABWEAN REFUGEES IN BOTSWANA 


REF: A. STATE 45300; B. GABERONE 509 

1 . MISSION DISCUSSED SUBJECT OF TENT PROVISION FOR 
REFUGEES IN BOTSWANA WITH DEPUTY UNHCR MARCH 2. 

LATTER'S IMMEDIATE REACTION WAS THAT UNHCR CAPABLE 
OF MEETING NEED WITHIN ITS RESOURCES. FURTHER WHILE 
APPRECIATING U.S. OFFER, HE JUDGED THAT TENTS 
COULD PROBABLY BE HAD AT LESS ACQUISITION 

AND TRANSPORT COSTS FROM EUROPEAN OR OTHER SOURCES 
CLOSER TO BOTSWANA. HE EXPLAINED THAT UNHCR 
HEADQUARTERS HAS BEEN HAVING DIFFICULTIES IN COMMUNICA- 
TING WITH ITS REP IN GABERONE, WITH TELEGRAMS 
TAKING AS LONG AS FOUR DAYS TO 

REACH ADDRESSEE. WE OFFERED TO ASSIST IN THIS REG ARDCOIN CIDENT ALLY 
HOWEVER, IN TELEPHONE CALL THAT AFTERNOON TO GABERONE, UNHCR 
HEADQUARTERS WAS ABLE TO INSTRUCT REP TO CONTACT U.S. EMBASSY 
TO DETERMINE 

FIRM NEEDS AND ADVISE GENEVA ACCORDINGLY ASAP. 
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UNHCR WILL NOTIFY MISSION AS SOON AS RESPONSE IS 
RECEIVED FROM ITS GABERONE REP. 

2. WITH REGARD PARA 3 (E) REF A, UNHCR REPORTS 

THAT ONLY CONTRIBUTION RECEIVED THUS FAR IN RESPONSE 
TO THEIR APPEAL IS ONE MILLION KRONER (APPROX 
$200,000) FROM NORWEGIAN REFUGEE COUNCIL, EARMARKED 
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FOR ASSISTANCE TO ZIMBABWEANS IN MOZAMBIQUE. 

THEY ARE, NONETHELESS, HOPING FOR INCERASED 
RETURNS FOLLOWING ON A RENEWED APPEAL WHICH THEY 
PLAN TO LAUNCH SOON BASED ON THE FARAH MISSION REPORT. 

3. MISSION HAS CONTACTED BOTH LICROSS AND ICRC 
TO DETERMINE WHETHER THEY ARE PROVIDING OR 
INTENDING TO PROVIDE ASSISTNACE IN BOTSWANA (PARA 
3 (F). LICROSS ADVIDED THEY HAD NOT BEEN ASKED 
THROUGH USUAL RED CROSS CHANNELS FOR ASSISTANCE AND 
CONSEQUENTLY HAD NOT BECOME INVOLVED TO DATE. 

ICRC EXPRESSED AWARENESS OF PROBLEM BUT STATED 
THEIR UNDERSTANDING THAT UNHCR INTENDED TO MEET 
NEED. ICRC HAD EARLIER BEEN INVOLVED IN 

EFFORTS TO REUNITE 400 CHILDERN FROM THE UNAMA 
MISSION WITH THEIR FAMILIES. HOWEVER, FOLLOWING 
THIS ACTIVITY, ICRC DELEGATES LEFT BOTSWANA AND 
THEY ARE NOT NOW REPRESENTED THERE. GOB HAS NOWEVER 
EXPRESSED HOPE RECENTLY THAT ICRC MIGHT BE ABLE TO 
PROVIDE SOME (UNSPECIFIED) ASSISTANCE TOWARD 
GENERAL FEFUGEE PROBLEM. ACCORDINGLY, ON OR 
ABOUT MARCH 10, THE ICRC DELEGATE FROM LUSAKA 
WILL PROCEED TO GABERONE TO ASSESS SITUATION 
AND DETERMINE IF/HOW ICRC MIGHT BE HELPFUL. 

4. MISSION WILL ADVISE DEPARTMENT AND EMBASSY 
GABERONE AS SOON AS IT HAS REVEIVED WORD FROM 
UNHCR CONCERNING ITS PLANS WITH RESPECT TO 
PROVISION OF TNETS.CATTO 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 GENEVA 01558 031708Z 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DISASTER RELIEF, REFUGEES, REFUGEE RELIEF 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 03-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977GENEVA01558 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770101-0509, D770073-0822 

Format: TEL 
From: GENEVA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770398/aaaadieu.tel 

Line Count: 97 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: e1aed7be-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AID 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 STATE 45300 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3222225 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: EMERGENCY RELIEF FOR ZIMBABWEAN REFUGEES IN BOTSWANA 

TAGS: SREF, SWEL, BC 

To: STATE GABERONE MULTIPLE 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/e1aed7be-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



